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THE WORMHOLE

The tip of the wormhole had flicked real close 
to the Earth they’d said. We could have been 
wiped out, but instead it just screwed up our 
physics a bit.

Pretty much everything’s gone out by 2o. So 
what? Can’t harm us, it’s not like we’re a snail 
or a worm. Is it?



THE TEMPERATURE

Feel like hell, throbbing headache and seem to
alternate between freezing and sweating all the 
time. Weird.

Checked temperature, normal, 39o. Wonder 
why I feel so lousy? Maybe the new ‘normal’ 
doesn’t agree with me?

Not looking forward to the flight.



Dunedin to Christchurch 365km

What did the pilot mean, 
‘We’re 2o out on our 
flight.’?

THE TRIP



Christchurch Airport 12km Radius

Thank Christ it’s flat 
a ro u n d Te m p l e t o n ! 
Pretty rough landing, 
few sheep took a hit by 
the look of it. Still, only 
10 or 12 km from the 
actual airport.

THE TRIP



Auckland Airport 37km Radius

So, all the flights are 2o 
o u t n o w ? T h o u g h t 
Christchurch was rough, 
m a n , n o t h i n g o n 
Waiuku. Miles to the 
damned airport, took 
two hours on a bus in 
the end.

THE TRIP



Holy hell! This 2o stuff is 
murder on long-haul 
flights! Three days to get 
us off the beach at 
whatever the hell the 
place west of Singapore 
is called. We could have 
been killed - well, a few 
of us were. Pilot said it 
h a d b e e n a g o o d 
outcome. Dreading the 
London leg.

THE TRIP

Singapore Airport 293km Radius



London Airport 378km Radius

The Co r n i sh a re a 
friendly bunch, even if 
we were the fifth long-
haul flight to land in their 
farmland. Lost most of 
t h e fi r s t c l a s s 
p a s s e n g e r s a n d a 
c o u p l e o f fl i g h t 
attendants. Pilot still very 
positive, but says he’ll 
probably just stay in the 
UK. Too perilous getting 
home. Good point.

THE TRIP



THE POWER BILL

Home at last - phew! Looks like the old power 
bill’s going up, now that water boils at 102o. 
Better work this out to see if I need to sell 
another kidney. Maybe you can only sell one?

Let’s see, water heating bill $570 per year, they 
reckon on a 2% increase ... $10.40. Hah, 
nuthin’. Big deal.



THE SCHOOL

Arrived home to discover the local primary 
school is closing. 

Seems it’s costing the country at least an extra 
$17 million on domestic water heating. Plus a 
whole lot more on government buildings. 
Something had to go I guess? Too bad.



THE TRAIN
The Pontiac Laurentian arrived today. Going to 
be an amazing restoration - 6.6 litres of V8 
American grunt. Stuff the Greenies, if they got 
off their bamboo bikes and rode in this they’d 
being singing a different tune.

Freight from Auckland to Dunedin was almost 
as dear as the car. @#$%! Since the gradient of 
the tracks went to 2o, it takes four times the fuel 
to pull compared to a level track. Who’d have 
thought? But who cares? Great car!



THE ICEBERG

Stood on Mount Cargill this morning, great view 
of the icebergs. Years ago you needed 
binoculars, or a helicopter, to see the iceberg.

Is that a sheep on top of it?

Cool! I think?



THE ECTOS ...?

Another documentary on TV about some small 
meaningless animals. Ecto - somethings? Who 
cares if they can’t control their temperatures like 
we can? The winners write the history books 
don’t they?

Something on the news about the ice cover on 
the streets being real bad again this week. Now 
that water freezes at 2o. I guess we’ll see more 
of it now?



THE CLIMB

Amazing climb, the snow was 500 metres lower 
than I’d ever seen it. Shame about the ski lodge 
being buried.

Couldn’t get the water hot enough for a decent 
cup of tea. What with the altitude and 102o 
boiling temperature. Wonder if giardia lives this 
high up? Oh great, got the water from that 
stream lower down ...



THE RUN
God only knows what temperature that water 
actually boiled at. Wasn’t enough to kill giardia 
in any case. Yet another small meaningless 
animal I don’t really care about. Bet it can’t 
control it’s damned temperature either? 

Oh no, another cough looming- went real bad 
the last time that happened. The doctor said 
giardia multiplies even faster in the gut at 39o. 
Baaad dose of it this time. Gotta run ...



THE BIG BREAK

Can’t believe it. Slipped on the @#$% ice on the 
footpath near home and broke my leg. Went 
climbing and never got a scratch. Still, in my 
own defence I’d never seen ice there before.

Been watching a lot more TV. One on ocean ice 
might be interesting? Make a change from the 
usual brain-dead, crap reality shows I guess?



THE DOCO
Maybe not all TV’s crap? Turns out water is 
most dense at 4o, so when it used to freeze 
at 0o the ice floated. Now it’s freezing at 2o 
the ice is tending to kind of sink. Could kill a 
pile of ecto-whatsits plodding about on the 
ocean floor. Yeah, yeah. I’m so worried.

Hang on. The doco then said this could 
screw up the ‘brine rejection’ process. Wot? 
Then we’d be in the proverbial. Great, have to 
wait until next week’s episode for the 
explanation ...



THE CRUTCHES

Goddamned crutches! They’re impossible to 
use since the ‘critical angle of repose’ has 
changed by 2o! The bloke at the fracture clinic 
explained they’d slip more, because the angle at 
which the crutch slips on the ground has 
increased. It’s like walking on ice, even inside!

Probably end up breaking the other
leg any day soon. Great.



THE DOCO - Part 2
‘Brine rejection’. Cool, breaking a leg has 
increased my brain power no end. Seems 
freezing sea ice removes the salt, which 
makes the surrounding water denser, so it 
sinks. This sinking cold water makes a sort of 
vertical current, which mixes the oceans. Or it 
used to.

These currents aren’t working now, so it’s 
going to change our climates - even on land. 
It’s like the Gulf Stream being turned off. I’ve 
heard of that. @#$% More in next episode.



THE CHILLS

Still feel like hell, haven’t got used to this 39o. 
Like having the flu all the time. Wonder if a 
starfish feels like it’s got the flu? Maybe it’s felt 
like hell for a while, seeing as we were altering 
the climate before all this wormhole business?

Guess it’s no biggie if these little things pop their 
clogs. Is it?



THE DOCO - Part 3
Yet more cool stuff about sea ice. All this salty 
brine leaves channels through the ice. Heaps 
of small meaningle ... heaps of ectotherms 
live in there. Bigger things feed on them and 
so on. Little changes have a big knock on 
effect. No more penguins, whales and stuff. 
:-(

Even before this wormhole came along we 
were screwing around with the ectotherms. I 
sort of know how they feel, now all these 
things are going out of kilter for us.



THE WORLDS
Ok, I get it, it took some hair-raising flights, a 
rise in the power bill, some dodgy water, a 
broken leg and forced TV doco watching - but I 
get it. There’s a choice of two worlds: the one 
we liked, and the one changed for the worse. 

Before all this wormhole stuff 
changed our world, I didn’t give a 
stuff about ectotherms. If they had 
no control over their world why 
should I care? Now I see why the 
small (meaningless) signs matter: 
small warnings indicate bigger 
disasters ahead. 

The Climate Devil lives in the detail.Normal World +2o World



THE END
(at 2o)


